New York (the Big Apple)
· the biggest city of the USA

· situated at the mouth of the Hudson river (+ Harlem and East rivers) on Manhattan, Staten and Long Islands and neighbouring shores of the mainland

· area: 816 sqkm

· population: central area – 7,000,000; metropolitan area 18,000,000 people

History: 

1609 - Henry Hudson – trading post for the Dutch on Manhattan I. (bought from the Indians 
           for goods valued  $ 24 ) – small town New Amsterodam, protected from the Indians by 
           a wall

1664 – the British captured the Dutch colony, renamed the town New York 

1773 – 1783 – Washington´s headquarters, then the main port of the USA

Boroughs:

Manhattan, Staten Island (Richmond), Brooklyn, Queens, the Bronx

M. connected with other parts by 4 tunnels and 17 bridges (Brookklyn B., Manhattan B.)

Verazano B. – between Staten Island and Brooklyn – long suspension bridge

Manhattan:

simple plan, all streets rectangular (avenues from the north to the south, streets from the west to the east), most of them are numbered, only some of them have names (Wall Street – centre of finance, built on the site of the old wall)
exeption – Broadway (old Indian road, runs diagonally)

south – characteristic skyline (Empire State Building, United Nations Headquarters, Rockefeller Centrer, Trump Tower...)
WTC – ground zero

Culture:

Times Square – entrance to the Theatre district, heart of Manhattan, 

Lincoln Center for Performing Arts  - (complex of white marble buildings – the Philharmonic Hall, the N.Y. State Theater, the Library and Museum of Performing Arts, the Metropolitan Opera House)

the Metropolitan Museum of Arts,  Guggenheim Museum (modern arts)

Greenwich Village – centre of artistic and literary life (off-Broadway theatres, quaint houses, bookshops, curiosity shops, folk shows, exotic restaurants, sidewalk cafés, night clubs)

Universities:

New York University, Columbia University, City College

Churches:

St. Patrick´s Cathedral – catholic, Cathedral of John the Divine – protestant

Parks:

Battery P., East River P., Riverside P., Central Park – 2.5m long, 0.5m wide, the Zoo, playgrounds, tennis courts, bridle-path, 2 rowing lakes, 2 skating rinks, model yacht pond, outdoor restaurants

Madison Square Garden – indoor stadium for 18,500 people, sports, public events, conventions, various kinds of entertainment

N.Y. called the Melting Pot of Nations

-  large groups of immigrants

-  Ellis Island – immigration museum

-  Cinatown, Little Italy, Harlem

Industry:

· heavy industries (engineering, ship-building, oil refineries, chemical plants)

· light industries (clothing)

· N.Y. harbour – very important

Transport:

· buses, underground (221km)

· railway: Pennsylvania Station, Grand Central Station
· airports: J.F.K.International Airport, La Guardia Airport, Newark Airport

Liberty Island 

 the Statue of Liberty – 9Om high copy of a small statue given to the US by France in 1887,  
a figure with a torch in her upheld hand and a book of law inscribed on July 4, 1776  in her left hand

