British Literature
The Anglo-Saxon Period 
· no written literature, poetry sung and recited

· war songs, sagas

· 6th century – Christianity

· monasteries at Winchester and Jarrow – monks, centers of culture, 

· written literature – Old English – elegies, war poems, heroic epic

· Beowulf – Scandinavian origin, about 700 A.D. (written later) -  Beowulf, a young warrior of the Jutes, kills the monster Grendel and his mother,who trouble the Danish king Hrothgar. Later Beowulf becomes King, rules for 50 years, but then is killed as he is saving his people from a fiery dragon.

· based on alliteration

· vivid description of tribal life of those ancient times

· religious poetry – lives of saints

· prose: Venerable Bede (673 – 735): The Ecclesiastical History of the English Nation
·            Alfred the Great (849 – 901): The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle

The Anglo-Norman Period 
· language and literature under a strong French influence

· Middle English

· romances, adventures of knights or legendary heroes (King Arthur  and the Knights of the Round Table), ballads

· Geoffrey Chaucer (1345? – 1400) – the best Middle English writer 

· Canterbury Tales – pilgrimage to the shrine of the murdered St. Thomas Becket, 31 pilgrims tell stories, picture of the 14th century society, mild, humorous criticism

· end of 15th cent. – literature influenced by renaissance, printing press

· humanism – Sir Thomas More: Utopia
The Elizabethan and Jacobean period ( 1558 – 1642 )

· English national literature and modern language were formed

· poetry and drama

· Shakespeare

The Period of English Revolution and Restoration ( 1642 – 1689 )

· bringing a new social order, the Revolution temporarily lowered the standard of culture

· John Milton (1608 – 1674) – Paradise Lost – the greatest English epic poem, theme taken from the Bible

The Period of Enlightenment ( 1689 – 1760)

· quick social development, culture and manners, spread of education

· drama: heroic plays, sentimental comedies, comedy of manners

· prose: novels, development of newspapers

· founders of the novel: 

· Daniel Defoe: The Life and Strange Adventures of Robinson Crusoe of York

· Jonathan Swift: Gulliver´s Travels

· The Romantic Period ( 1760 – 1837)

· interest in English and Scottish ballads

· forerunners of romantism – Robert Burns (Auld Lang Syne, A Red, Red Rose), William Blake (Songs of Innocence, Songs of Experience)

· 2 generations of  English romantic poets:

· The Lakeland poets – William Wordsworth and Samuel Tylor Coleridge (Lyrical Ballads, 
· The Ryme of the Ancient Mariner)

· the Shelley Group – George Gordon Byron (Childe Harold´s Pilgrimage), Percy Bysshe Shelley (Prometheus Unbound), Mary Shelley - Frankenstein
· prose:
·  Walter Scott – creator of the romantic historical novel (Waverly, The Talisman, Ivanhoe) – realistic description of the manners and customs of the past days and romantic plot
· Jane Austin – family novel – Pride and Prejudice, Sense and Sensibility

The Victorian Period ( 1837 – 1910 )

· prose: critical realists:

· Charles Dickens: The Pickwick Papers, Great Expectations, David Copperfield, Little Dorrit, Oliver Twist, Christmas Carol

· William Makepeace Thackeray: Vanity Fair
· Brontë sisters: Charlotte ( Jane Eyre), Emily (Wuthering Heights), Ann
· Robert Louis Stephenson (Treasure Island, The Strange Case of Dr. Jerkyll and Mr. Hyde
· drama:
·  Oscar Wilde: comedies ( An Ideal Husband, The Importance of Being Ernest, Lady Windemere´s Fan), novel (The Picture of Dorian Grey), fairy tales (Happy Prince, The Nightingale and the Rose, Selfish Giant)

The Period from WWI to WWII ( 1910 – 1939)
· poetry:

·  William Butler Yeats (The Countess Kathleen, The Tower),
· Thomas Sterns Elliot ( The Waste Land, Murder in the Cathedral)
· prose:  modern in their views, in language and in the conception of the novel
· John Galsworthy: The Forsyte Saga, A Modern Comedy
· James Joyce: The Dubliners, A Portrait of an Artist as a Young Man, Ulysses (experimental prose, stream of consciousness)
· Virginia Wolf – To The Lighthouse, Mrs. Dalloway (film version The Clock – novel by Michael Cunningham)
· David Herbert Lawrence: Sons and Lovers, Lady Chatterley´s Lover
· drama:
·  George Bernard Shaw: Mrs Warrens Profession, Saint Joan, Pygmalion

The Period after WWII

· prose:
·  George Orwell: Animal Farm, Nineteen Eighty-Four
· Graham Green:  The Quiet American (Vietnam War)
· William Golding: Lord of the Flies
· 1950s - Angry Young Men – they express their revolt against society, their characters try to change the society but become part o fit (Kingsley Amis: Lucky Jim, John Braine: Room at the Top, John Osborne: Look Back in Anger - drama)
· Roald Dahl – black humour, grotesque short stories (Kiss,Kiss,  Switch Bitch)
· Charlie and the Chocolate Factory – for children
· poetry:

·  Dylan Thomas – Welsh poetical inheritance
· Salman Rushdie – The Satanic Verses
· drama:
·  Samuel Becket: Waiting for Godot – absurd drama
· Tom Stoppard: Rosencrantz and Guildernstern Are Dead, Rock´nRoll – from totalitarian Czechoslovakia

· Detective story writers: Agatha Christie, Dick Francis, Phylis Dorothy James, Ian Fleming, Frederick Forsyth (The Day of the Jackal), Robert Galbraith (= Rowling)
· Sci-fi:
· Arthur Charles Clarke – Space Odyssey
· John Wyndham – The Day of the Triffids
· Douglas Adams – The Hitchhiker´s Guide  to the Galaxy  - parody of the genre

· Fantasy:

· J.R. Tolkien
· Terry Pratchet - Discworld

· J.K.Rowling 
